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the day. One of the first things he did was to tell them of this
poor Puyguilhem, whom he had left young, and on a tolerably
good footing for his age, at the Court, and whose head was now
completely turned, his madness hidden within the prison walls ;
but what was his astonishment when they al] assured him that
what he had heard was perfectly true! He did not return to
the subject, and was tempted to believe them all mad together.
It was some time before he was persuaded.
In his turn, Lausun was taken from his dungeon, and had a
chamber, and soon after had the same liberty that had been
given to Fouquet; finally, they were allowed to see each other
as much as they liked. I have never known what displeased
lausun, but he left Pignerol the enemy of Fouquet, and did
him afterwards all the harm he could, and after his death ex-
tended his animosity to his family.
During the long imprisonment of Lausun, Madame de Nogent,
one of his sisters, took such care of his revenues that he left
Pignerol extremely rich.
Mademoiselle, meanwhile, was inconsolable at this long and
harsh imprisonment, and took all possible measures to deliver
Lausun. The King at last resolved to turn this to the profit
of the Due du Maine, and to make Mademoiselle pay dear for
the release of her lover. He caused a proposition to be made to
her, which was nothing less than to assure to the Due du Maine,
and his posterity after her death, the countdom of Eu, the duchy
of Aumale, and the principality of Domf^s! The gift was
enormous, not only as regards the value, but the dignity and
extent of these three slices. Moreover, she had given the first
two to Lausun, with the Duchy Saint Forgeon, and the fine
estate of Thiers, in Auvergne, when their marriage was broken
off, and she would have been obliged to make him renounce Eft
and Aumale before she could have disposed of them in favour
of the Due du Maine. Mademoiselle could not make up her
mind to this yoke, or to strip Lausun of such considerable
"benefits. She was importuned to the utmost, finally menaced
by the ministers,, now Louvois, now Colbert. With the latter
she was better pleased, because he had always been on good

